



A Hybrid Meeting of the PTA took place on 7th May 2024 at 7.00pm
in Tong School/via Teams


PRESENT:
Marina MacLeod		Chair, Parent Council
Isla MacDiarmid		Treasurer, Parent Council
Dianne Weatherston		Secretary, Parent Council
Emma MacLean		Fundraising, Parent Council	
Lynne Rough			Parent Council 
Jenny Kearns			Parent
Carol Ann MacLean		Head Teacher
Donald Crichton		Councillor	
Calum MacLean		Councillor


Marina welcomed everyone to the meeting

Apologies from Ann-Marie MacLennan, Dolanna Matheson and Shona McDowall.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
5th March 2024
The Minutes of the meeting were approved as an accurate record.

MATTERS ARISING
Sports Scotland
At the last meeting, Jenny agreed to contact Sports Scotland to ask if they could make a contribution towards strips for the older children.  Jenny advised that the contact person is absent from work at the moment.  She will explore this once the person is back at work, and provide an update at the next meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Isla went through the Treasurer's Report.  A copy is attached for ease of reference.

Vouchers still need to be purchased for the Primary 7s (£10 per pupil).

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Canteen
Marina asked for an update on the new canteen.  Unfortuantely, no update was available.  Carol Ann also requested an update from CnES, however nothing has been received back.  Parent Council noted that it's disappointing that no updates have been received, and no timescales have been given.  Donald agreed to follow this up with CnES.

Road Safety
The speed of traffic passing the school continues to be an area of concern for both Parent Council and school staff.  Marina stressed that a solution for needs to be progressed as soon as possible.  Suggestions are - 

· Speed bump/chicane
· Flashing 20mph sign throuhgout the day (not only at certain times)
· Runway strips similar to those in Newmartket.
· Traffic lights (although acknowledged this will take some time)
· Applying for a temporary traffic order until a long-term solution is reached 

Calum suggested Parent Council write a letter to Donald MacLeod, copying in Alisdair Allan, to ask for a meeting to discuss this in the first instance.  Marina agreed to take this as an action.

It was noted that all other Primary Schools are situation away from a main road, except for Laxdale, who have two sets of traffic lights.

FUNDRAISING REPORT
It was agreed that the annual Fun Day will take place on Friday 14th June.  A separate meeting will take place beforehand to decide who is covering each area.

It was agreed that there is no suitable time to hold a waffle sale this term.  This will takes place in the new school year.

HEAD TEACHER'S REPORT
Carol Ann went through the Head Teacher's Report.  A copy is attached for ease of reference.

Some of the highlights are - 

· Interviews for the Janitor post are scheduled to take place next week
· Angie MacLennan returns from maternity leave on 20th June
· Kirsty MacAulay returns from maternity leave on 24th June
· Children starting in Sgoil Arich will be invited to attend an induction day in June

Carol Ann advised that following RSHP consent forms being returned, 94% of pupiles will be particiapting lessons and 6% opting out.

Iain MacIver will be retiring at the end of this term.  Carol Ann asked Parent Council to write to CnES to express concerns that once Iain retires, there will be no music provision for the school apart from what the class teachers can provide.

There are 13 Primary 7 pupils leaving this year, and the intake for new Primary 1s is 14 (10 EM and 4 GM).
  
Classes for the 2025-25 school year will be split as follows - 
EM - P1-3, P4-5 and P6-7
GM - P1-3 and P4-7 

Teachers will remain allocated to the same year groups as 2023-24.

Calum noted the significant drop in P1 GM new starts.  Carol Ann acknowledged that, and despite promoting GM Education in Tong, numbers have still reduced dramatically.

AOB
Parent Council
Encouraging other parents to join Parent Council was raised again, in particular parents who have children in nursery and lower primary.  The majority of existing members are parents of children in upper primary.

Carol Ann suggsted issuing a microsoft form before the AGM to ask when would be most suitable for parents to attend etc.

Funding for Banners
Carol Ann asked if Parent Council would be willing to fund PVC banners for the fences.  Parent Council agreed.  Carol Ann will provide quotes.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
11th June 2024 (AGM)
10th September 2024

END
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