



A Meeting of the PTA took place on 14th November 2023, 7.00pm in Tong School


PRESENT:
Isla MacDiarmid		Treasurer, Parent Council
Dianne Weatherston		Secretary, Parent Council
Lynne Rough			Parent Council 
Carol Anne MacLean		Head Teacher, Tong Primary
Shona MacDowall		Principal Teacher
Donald Crichton		Councillor	
Kenny MacLean		Councillor
Kirsteen Macdonald		Parent
Tim Pickering			Parent

Lynne chaired and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Apologies from Marina MacLeod, Emma MacLean and Jenny Kearns.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
12th September 2023
The Minutes of the meeting were approved as an accurate record.

MATTER ARISING
Class Trips Transport
Minibuses have been arranged, with thanks recorded to Parent Council (PC) for funding.

Promoting Parent Council
It was suggested that PC have a table at the school front door on Tuesday and/or Wednesday next week to advertise joining the PC to parents passing by.  All agreed it would be good to have more parents involved, especially those with children in the nursery and lower end of primary school (P1-P3).




Hybrid Meetings
It was again suggested that more people might attend if the meetings were hybrid.  School management to send a survey to parents to ask if attending remotely would be more appealing than in-person.

TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer’s Report is attached for ease of reference

The opening balance was £2856.21, and the closing balance was £2681.

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Donald C reported that the council are in the process of going through the budget process, so a further update will be provided at the next PC meeting.

Thankfully the recent CnES cyber incident has resulted in minimal disruption to the school as they are on a separate system.

Donald C is keen to take up the issue of road safety in the school vicinity.  He will raise this again with CnES, as little progress has been made in terms of traffic management around the school.

FUNDRAISING REPORT
Emma wasn’t in attendance, however she relayed the following progress report by WhatsApp – 

Asked Emma for msg

HEAD TEACHER’S REPORT
The Head Teacher’s Report is attached for ease of reference.

Carol Ann advised that the new canteen building is delayed due to a change of site.  CnES   need to go back to the technical drawings, however unfortunately the originals were lost due to the cyber incident.  The new site is better as there will be no need to remove the poly tunnel which is great news for the children and the school.

Interviews for the Janitor/Crossing Patrol post were due to take place last Thursday, 9th November, however this was delayed due to the cyber incident.  Interviews are now taking place next Thursday, 23rd November.

Carol Ann recently met with the police regarding the speed of traffic passing the school, and to discuss some damage within the playground.  The police advised they will have some occasional presence outside the school with the speed gun, and they’ll look at traffic calming measures similar to those outside Stornoway Primary.

In terms of the damage to school property, the school are looking into installing a sensor camera to try and identify who is causing the damage within the playground.

School visit from Karen France-MacLeod, Lead Dietician has been confirmed for term 3.  

Carol Ann highlighted that the Parental Consultation for RSHP was issued to all parents for completion, with a closing date of 23rd November.  To date only around 10% have responded.  Carol Ann encouraged everyone to take part.  She added that the school would appreciated a good response.

The nursery continue to work on marvellous mealtimes.  The £300 (approx.) from the PC will be spent on new crockery.  Isla will send a cheque to the school tomorrow for this. Carol Ann thanked PC for the funds.

Carol Ann asked if anyone knew someone handy electrics who could assist with replacing some Christmas light bulbs.  Kirsteen agreed to ask Kevin to help out.

The nursery is working towards being fully paperless, with all updates being sent to parents via Seesaw.

COST OF THE SCHOOL DAY
Tim referred to the nursery moving to Seesaw.  He asked what’s in place for people who can’t afford to put data on their phone.  How will the school assist them in accessing Seesaw updates.  Carol Ann advised that anyone in this situation will be asked to contact her directly.

AOCB
No other business was raised.
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