



A Meeting of the PTA took place on 15th November 2022, 7.30pm in the TRA Hall

PRESENT:
Marina MacLeod	 	Chairperson, Parent Council
Isla MacDiarmid		Treasurer, Parent Council
Dianne Weatherston		Secretary, Parent Council
Lynne Rough			Parent Council
Emma MacLean		Parent Council
Kirsty MacAulay		Principle Teacher
Ann-Marie Beaton		Acting Head Teacher
Calum	MacLean		Councillor
Eric MacLeod			Active Schools
Tim Pickering			Outdoor Learning Manager


WELCOME/APOLOGIES
Marina welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies from Alyson MacIver, Jenny Kearns, Ann-Marie MacLennan, Donna Murray, Karen Miller, Cllr Donald Crichton and Cllr John A MacIver.

MINUTES OF 20TH SEPTEMBER 2022
The Minutes were approved as an accurate record subject to the following amendment:
· Add Karen Miller to the attendance list.

MATTERS ARISING
Ann-Marie B advised that the adverse weather contingency plan for canteen had to be put in place for a couple of days last week due to very wet weather.  During those days, children ate lunch in their classes.  The contingency plan worked well and no issues were noted.

The new storage container is now on the island and will initially be delivered to CnES car park for checks.  The container on the school site will be emptied and removed.  Following this, the new container will be delivered to the school.



TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer’s Report is attached for ease of reference.

There is a closing statement of £3536.74, although £140 for the Christmas project, £322.70 for the recipe books, funds for hoodies and Christmas parties still need to be deducted from that figure.

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Cllr MacLean noted that £54,000 from Gaelic special grants has been allocated to Tong School from Scottish Government for a Gaelic class.  Ann-Marie B hasn’t been informed of this and will clarify the situation with Head of Education, CnES.  (See update note at the end of the Minutes).

FUNDRAISING REPORT
The recipe books have been ordered and will be for sale at the Christmas Fayre on 1st December, 6pm at the TRA hall.  Initially they were going to be priced at £5 but it was agreed to increase this to £7 per book.  

Lynne suggested switching the Christmas lights on at the end of the school day on 1st December rather than in the evening.  All agreed.  Ann-Marie B added that school can finish 5/10 minutes early on that day to allow time for the switch on.

HEAD TEACHER’S REPORT
The Head Teacher’s is attached for ease of reference.

Ann-Marie B noted her thanks to parent volunteers at after school clubs.

Some of the highlights from the report include – 

· The School Improvement Plan has  been finalised and published.  This is available to view on the school website.
· The ‘Shelfie Challenge’ is ongoing.  This is to encourage children to read for pleasure.
· iPad have now been purchased for every class.

ACTIVE SCHOOLS
Eric noted that Tong has signed up for the Sports Scotland award.  This is to try and ensure that children are more active.  

After school clubs are running for P1-P7 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  Capacity is currently being built on.  Eric thanked parent volunteers for their help.

Eric requested funds from the Parent Council for PE and sports equipment.  He noted that Tong has a very poorly equipped gym hall.  Unfortunately, Active Schools have no budget or funds from CnES and he urged the Parent Council to consider his request.

Eric has put together a list of the essential equipment needed for the gym hall and it totals approximately £800.  He also put together a list of essential and desirable equipment, which totals approximately £1500.

Eric suggested asking some local companies for sponsorship.  Tim stated that the new pier project might have community funding to spend as it’s on Trust land.


The Parent Council considered Eric’s request for funds and approved the release of £1500 for new PE and sports equipment.  They asked Eric to go ahead and place the order.  Eric noted his thanks to the Parent Council and agreed to start working on the order ASAP.  He will double check the list with a PE to make sure he hasn’t missed anything, and will send the final price list to Ann-Marie B.

NATIONAL DISCUSSION ON EDUCATION
The presentation is attached for ease of reference.

This was discussed in detail and some ideas were put forward, including – 

· Physical Education
· Mental Health
· Overall Wellbeing

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
The date of the Christmas Concert will be confirmed shortly.  The concert will see all children from nursery to P7 take part in carol signing.

AOCB
Dress Down Days
Ann-Marie asked for views on dress down days and whether to keep the optional donation.  It was agreed to keep the optional donation for now.  It was also agreed to keep dress down days broad rather than having a specific theme.

Cost of Living
‘Cost of Living’ will be a standing Agenda item going forward.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
7th February 2023

Marina closed the meeting and thanked all for their attendance.

UPDATE FROM ANN-MARIE B – 16TH NOVEMBER 2022 VIA EMAIL
On 16th November 2022, Ann-Marie B clarified the following via email to Marina and Dianne:

With regards to the point that was raised by Cllr Maclean about the £54,000 Gaelic Grant funding that had been awarded to Tong School to fund a new classroom, I have sought clarification from Donald Macleod and this was a bid made by CNES to Scottish Government in order to reimburse the cost of installing the new classroom and canteen system here during the summer and is not new funding for a new classroom. I think the way it was relayed in the press may have been slightly misleading, resulting in the confusion. Donald has said he will speak to Cllr Maclean about the matter and asked me to let yourselves know for the minute.
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